
Getting Ready for Sunday!

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

20 October 2024



The Gospel for this Sunday is taken from Mark 10:35-45. It is 

about James and John the two apostles who are the sons of  

Zebedee. 

They ask Jesus to give them special places of  privilege beside 

Him. 

Each one is equally special and precious before God, so how 

does Jesus deal with this request!



Then James and John, the sons of  Zebedee, came to him. 

“Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do for us whatever 

we ask.”

http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTOjiMJ7HA-7PJPZxeKMKhnnS1ndcrmLY1utLH3Q_-hDF0NxUY2

http://www.google.ie/imgres?q=sons+of+zebedee&num=10&hl=en&biw=1607&bih=809&tbm=isch&tbnid=tWgk1_LabKsOzM:&imgrefurl=http://enzocortes.wordpress.com/2011/05/25/the-humility-and-servanthood-of-jesus/&docid=y5wCgE0i9BFxLM&imgurl=http://www.paulines.ph/images/services/JesusJamesJohn-s.gif&w=200&h=170&ei=iaF5UPu1L4WChQfypYCAAQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=638&vpy=173&dur=905&hovh=136&hovw=160&tx=88&ty=54&sig=105730254690366278203&page=1&tbnh=136&tbnw=160&start=0&ndsp=35&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:0,i:72


“What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.
http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTOjiMJ7HA-7PJPZxeKMKhnnS1ndcrmLY1utLH3Q_-hDF0NxUY2

Jesus always listens.

They want special places in heaven. 

Don’t we all want that too?

They replied, “Let one of  us sit at your right 

and the other at your left in your glory.”

http://www.google.ie/imgres?q=sons+of+zebedee&num=10&hl=en&biw=1607&bih=809&tbm=isch&tbnid=tWgk1_LabKsOzM:&imgrefurl=http://enzocortes.wordpress.com/2011/05/25/the-humility-and-servanthood-of-jesus/&docid=y5wCgE0i9BFxLM&imgurl=http://www.paulines.ph/images/services/JesusJamesJohn-s.gif&w=200&h=170&ei=iaF5UPu1L4WChQfypYCAAQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=638&vpy=173&dur=905&hovh=136&hovw=160&tx=88&ty=54&sig=105730254690366278203&page=1&tbnh=136&tbnw=160&start=0&ndsp=35&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:0,i:72


“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said.

“Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptised with the baptism I 

am baptised with?”

“We can,” they answered.

http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSQvMA9aERbLPY88b_4_m76iqrByyBqaXUrzzgPt8xwZuNKnCSp

http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcT0uogIgoyCL6GddbQDIipXS1df9kiEhaQq5vjbkt5bv07rke8wxQ

James and John are 

committed to Jesus and 

want to do the right thing.

http://www.google.ie/imgres?q=baptism+clipart&hl=en&biw=1607&bih=809&tbm=isch&tbnid=kDn1odM0Aea2SM:&imgrefurl=http://www.sharefaith.com/category/baptism-clipart.html&docid=2NiXUFm7hp2RrM&imgurl=http://images.sharefaith.com/images/3/f1500407aa/img_f1500407aa1.jpg&w=155&h=165&ei=8KF5UPrQIMeYhQes3YDoDA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=293&vpy=214&dur=1963&hovh=132&hovw=124&tx=81&ty=67&sig=105730254690366278203&page=1&tbnh=132&tbnw=124&start=0&ndsp=40&ved=1t:429,r:1,s:0,i:106
http://www.google.ie/imgres?q=baptism+clipart&hl=en&biw=1607&bih=809&tbm=isch&tbnid=m_uPKVxknerUXM:&imgrefurl=http://www.knowingtheworld.com/clipart/christian/Baptism/index.html&docid=xM5AT_7iNS9OTM&imgurl=http://www.knowingtheworld.com/clipart/christian/Baptism/Baptism006.gif&w=100&h=128&ei=8KF5UPrQIMeYhQes3YDoDA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=591&vpy=226&dur=621&hovh=102&hovw=80&tx=73&ty=50&sig=105730254690366278203&page=1&tbnh=102&tbnw=80&start=0&ndsp=40&ved=1t:429,r:3,s:0,i:112


Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be 

baptised with the baptism I am baptised with, but to sit at my 

right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those 

for whom they have been prepared.”

http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQWq9qM5uIaJPf0BZSzB6RwZBB9YnHwaJjROOGa3Uu4RLI7DthBGQ

http://www.google.ie/imgres?q=the+sons+of+zebedee&hl=en&biw=1607&bih=809&tbm=isch&tbnid=ju0drFRyvMB68M:&imgrefurl=http://www.crossroadsinitiative.com/library_article/987/Prime_Ministers_Zebedee.html&docid=AtfxMCFwTjqdrM&imgurl=http://www.crossroadsinitiative.com/pics/Sons_of_Zebedee.jpg&w=200&h=200&ei=bKJ5UOyZJpGYhQfh_oH4Dg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=204&vpy=164&dur=1364&hovh=160&hovw=160&tx=88&ty=69&sig=105730254690366278203&page=1&tbnh=131&tbnw=131&start=0&ndsp=38&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0,i:63


When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and 

John. Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are 

regarded as rulers of  the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials 

exercise authority over them. 
http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRPSXeTyt6rbLcV8AWdz_wyKHJZncTFk1dh6P9hxcVksUlBS3Y57g

http://www.google.ie/imgres?q=jesus+apostles+are+angry&hl=en&biw=1607&bih=809&tbm=isch&tbnid=yPSQjxr5KuFpYM:&imgrefurl=http://blog.adw.org/tag/homilies/&docid=yDN-6hzM8yNYNM&imgurl=http://coolmaterial.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/jesus-apostles.jpg&w=570&h=439&ei=mqJ5UITSEsW2hAeyvYFY&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1306&vpy=497&dur=1450&hovh=197&hovw=256&tx=155&ty=111&sig=105730254690366278203&page=2&tbnh=151&tbnw=188&start=27&ndsp=36&ved=1t:429,r:28,s:20,i:210


Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you 

must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of  all. 
http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRpMbSVOTfZZR-LC8DCQIRVZ08y1xq_sbV8FoADwZEibOWZcLDOQw

Jesus asks His apostles to 

serve others! How can we 

serve one another? Who 

does He call us to serve 

today – at home, school, at 

work.........

http://www.google.ie/imgres?q=jesus+apostles+are+angry&hl=en&biw=1607&bih=809&tbm=isch&tbnid=Pg5f67BE_QItoM:&imgrefurl=http://www.jesuit.org.sg/html/prayer/homilies/2010.yearc.lent.holythurs.php&docid=uyTRRdPsZofeCM&imgurl=http://www.jesuit.org.sg/graphics/prayer/homilies/jesus-washing-apostles-feet1.jpg&w=390&h=300&ei=mqJ5UITSEsW2hAeyvYFY&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1105&vpy=316&dur=600&hovh=197&hovw=256&tx=122&ty=93&sig=105730254690366278203&page=2&tbnh=138&tbnw=187&start=27&ndsp=36&ved=1t:429,r:19,s:20,i:183


For even the Son of  Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 

and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRhm_NaBrGxnPCUPmkCDWIuDD6m6wlNc9SUn0nNFVf4_N88dHub

Jesus doesn’t just tell 

us what to do!

He shows us how to 

serve by the example 

of  His own life.

http://www.google.ie/imgres?q=jesus+on+the+cross&hl=en&biw=1607&bih=809&tbm=isch&tbnid=VYa2hilcT7-E4M:&imgrefurl=http://www.jesuspictures.co/jesus_on_cross.html&docid=h1hXYwtR1fAPmM&imgurl=http://www.jesuspictures.co/crossjesus-888.jpg&w=299&h=383&ei=GKN5UK6vB4iShgfZnYDwDw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=172&vpy=83&dur=1397&hovh=254&hovw=198&tx=106&ty=139&sig=105730254690366278203&page=1&tbnh=142&tbnw=105&start=0&ndsp=35&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0,i:129


Bible Search

Read Mark 10:35-45 in your family Bible - this is 

the Gospel reading at Mass this Sunday.

Then you might like to read the account of  the 

same story in Matthew 20:20-28.



Activity

• Look up the resources on www.dublindiocese.ie for Mission 

Sunday.

• Write out the Gospel passage putting yourself  into some part of  

it and then see how it feels to be there. What is Jesus saying to 

you?

• Consider how you could serve people in your life this week: What 

are you going to do to share the Good News of  Gods love this 

week?

http://www.dublindiocese.ie/


SEEING YOUR LIFE THROUGH THE LENS OF THE GOSPELS

Mark 10:35-45

1. Jesus had spent much time teaching his followers that discipleship was a life of  service, a 

life of  giving oneself  for others. In spite of  that James and John were thinking of  what 

they could get out of  it. For Jesus, for the apostles, and for each one of  us, the glory of  God 

is revealed when we allow God to work through us as we give ourselves for others. When 

have you found that you reach a fuller life and others benefit when you act in this spirit of  

service?

2. One of  the great problems in a community, a parish or an organisation, is when you have 

some people jockeying for status and positions of  power. The good of  the group and the 

people it serves take second place to personal prestige. You have probably seen this happen. 

Perhaps you have also witnessed people with a spirit of  service that allowed them to value 

the good of  the group over personal rewards. Recall them and give thanks for their witness.

3. Jesus himself  is the great model of  this spirit of  service. Think of  the aspects of  Jesus’ life 

and ministry that have inspired you to imitate his giving of  his life for others.

John Byrne OSA

Email john@orlagh.ie

mailto:john@orlagh.ie
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