
Getting Ready for Sunday!

Sunday, 7 January 2024



The Feast of  The Epiphany 

(Saturday 6 January 2024)

The word epiphany means ‘a new knowing’ or the ‘revelation’. Jesus 

was revealed to the Wise Men as a sign that He was showing Himself  

to the whole world. The Good News is for all people throughout the 

world.  

As Jesus was shown to the wise men then, He is shown to us every day 

and we share in the task of  sharing Him by sharing Good News and 

being the Good News of  love for others. 



We are still in the season of  Christmas!

The Christmas season will continue for another week until next 

Sunday when we will celebrate the Baptism of  Jesus – when He 

begins His ministry.



The Visit of  the Wise Men

Matthew 2:1-12



In the time of  King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of  

Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking:

Where is the child who has 

been born king of  the Jews? 



‘For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 

homage.’ 

When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 

with him; and calling together all the chief  priests and scribes of  the 

people, he inquired of  them where the Messiah was to be born. 

Herod was afraid that this 

new king was going to take 

over his kingdom!



They told him:

“In Bethlehem of  Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of  Judah, are by no means least

among the rulers of  Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to

shepherd my people Israel.’”

The kings quoted 

from the prophets.



Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them 

the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to 

Bethlehem, saying:

Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 

have found him, bring me word so that I may also go 

and pay him homage.



When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 

ahead of  them, went the star that they had seen at its 

rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.



When they saw that the star had stopped, 

they were overwhelmed with joy. 



On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 

mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 

How do you think the kings felt when they saw Jesus for the 

first time? Jesus was born as one of  us!

Jesus is one of  us! He lives in you!



Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of  gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh. 

The kings gave Jesus the best they had!

What are you going to offer to Jesus today?

What is the best you can give to Him?



And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 

country by another road.

The Wise Men chose not to return to tell Herod where he could find Jesus because 

they did not want to betray Him! 

They stood up for what was the right thing to do!

When did you last stand up for 

the right thing? For justice?



Bible Search

Read Matthew 2:1-12 in your family Bible - this is the 

Gospel reading at Mass this Sunday.



Activity

Write about how you feel about meeting Jesus during this 

Christmas.

Or you may prefer to draw a picture to show the message 

which you got from today’s Gospel! 

http://www.google.ie/imgres?q=pen+writing+in+a+journal+clipart&hl=en&biw=1607&bih=809&tbm=isch&tbnid=7eTBdQaURZFulM:&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-24923.html&docid=6ixa9ALtPZmOrM&imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/8/5/8/c/12262021582017770699Sephr_Notepad_with_Text_and_Pencil_1.svg.med.png&w=300&h=300&ei=7rGDUJPALdSShgeWu4GQBg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=952&vpy=137&dur=1004&hovh=225&hovw=225&tx=112&ty=109&sig=112596727859752074298&page=1&tbnh=142&tbnw=142&start=0&ndsp=32&ved=1t:429,r:4,s:0,i:75
http://www.google.ie/imgres?q=child+drawing+clipart&hl=en&biw=1607&bih=809&tbm=isch&tbnid=sAnlZ7zaIMvIfM:&imgrefurl=http://www.primoclipart.com/view-clipart/boy-child-drawing-and-coloring&docid=iNOytDjtUyxQpM&imgurl=http://www.primoclipart.com/files/preview/big/961/Boy Child Drawing And Coloring.jpg&w=800&h=735&ei=P7KDUJydJoephAfNnYHQCg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1035&vpy=142&dur=1618&hovh=215&hovw=234&tx=118&ty=128&sig=112596727859752074298&page=1&tbnh=143&tbnw=156&start=0&ndsp=33&ved=1t:429,r:6,s:0,i:81


Consider

How has Jesus shown Himself  to you during 

the last few days? (Think about kindnesses and 

love shown to you, or a feeling you may have 

had when you were talking to Jesus.)

Think about how amazing it is that Jesus chose to 

become one of  us and that He chooses to remain 

with us and in us because He loves each one of  us!

Do you have to stand up for anything that is 

right today? – or speak a truth about something?



Praying to Jesus

Pray for the grace to be open to see 

God in ordinary places this week.

Ask Jesus to give you the courage 

to be proud to be His follower!
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