
16 July 2023

Getting Ready for Sunday!
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Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Jesus speaks in parables (story) to us in the Gospel for this Sunday. It is the 
Parable of  the Sower. God has given us the seed of  faith and provides us the 
challenge and the opportunity to plant it in our lives so that it may bear 
fruit. 

If  we say that we have faith, but don’t live it in the everyday reality of  life 
then the seed of  faith will wither and die.

If  we keep our faith in God’s love for us alive in good times, bad times and 
ordinary times, then our friendship and relationship with God will grow 
each day of  our lives.



Matthew 13:1-23 

The Parable of  the Sower



Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such large 
crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat 
there. The people all stood on the beach.



And he told them many things in parables, saying: 

Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed, some 

seeds fell on the edge of  the path, and the birds came 

and ate them up. 



Others fell on patches of  rock where they found little soil and 
sprang up straight away, because there was no depth of  earth

If  we only turn to God a few 

times each year or a few times in 

our lives, we miss out in getting to 

know God and in knowing how 

much we are loved by God!



but as soon as the sun came up they were scorched and, not having any roots, they 

withered away



Our faith in God will be choked if  we allow 

bitterness to take over, or if  we worship  

materialism instead of  God.

 Anything that destroys love, causes faith 

to fade!



Others fell on rich soil and produced their 

crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 

thirty. Listen, anyone who has ears!

When faith is sown in the life 

of  those who love God, love 

others and believe that they 

are loved by God will produce 

many fruits from the gifts 

God has given to them!

Is there a welcome space in 

your heart for God’s love to 

grow in you? 



Then the disciples went up to him and asked:

Why do you talk to them in parables?’

Because ‘the mysteries of  the 

kingdom of  heaven are revealed to 

you, but they are not revealed to 

them.



For anyone who has will be given more, and he will have more than enough; 
but from anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 



The reason I talk to them in parables is that they look without seeing and listen 
without hearing or understanding. So in their case this prophecy of  Isaiah is being 
fulfilled:



You will listen and listen again, but not understand, see and see 
again, but not perceive. For the heart of  this nation has grown 
coarse.



their ears are dull of  hearing, and they have shut their eyes, for fear they should see with 
their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their heart, and be converted and be 
healed by me.



You, therefore, are to hear the parable of  the 
sower. 

When anyone hears the word of  the kingdom 
without understanding, the evil one comes and 
carries off  what was sown in his heart: this is 
the man who received the seed on the edge of  
the path.



The one who received it on patches of  rock is the man who hears the word and welcomes 
it at once with joy. But he has no root in him, he does not last; let some trial come, or 
some persecution on account of  the word, and he falls away at once. 

http://www.google.ie/imgres?q=bible&hl=en&biw=1366&bih=616&tbm=isch&tbnid=k22vfX8Qc5kxmM:&imgrefurl=http://www.jesus-is-savior.com/Bible/KJB/inspired.htm&docid=BX_VErQFY8wGpM&imgurl=http://www.jesus-is-savior.com/Bible/the_holy_bible.jpg&w=480&h=401&ei=cMR3UOX9KciHhQesh4HYAQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1068&vpy=170&dur=506&hovh=205&hovw=246&tx=133&ty=106&sig=101177289559036013401&page=1&tbnh=119&tbnw=137&start=0&ndsp=23&ved=1t:429,r:7,s:0,i:152


The one who received the seed in thorns is the man who hears the 
word, but the worries of  this world and the lure of  riches choke the 
word and so he produces nothing. 



And the one who received the seed in rich soil is the man who hears the word and 
understands it; he is the one who yields a harvest and produces now a hundredfold, now 
sixty, now thirty.



Bible Search

Read Matthew 13:1-9 in your family Bible

This is the Gospel reading at Mass this Sunday.
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Consider



Praying to Jesus

Pray for the grace to make space in your life for God.

Ask God to help you to welcome 

God into your every day.
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